
To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Kristoffer Tripplaar, and I am photojournalist under contract with Sipa 
Press. I hold both Congressional and White House issued press credentials. I’m 
writing to formally complain about my treatment at the hands of several 
Smithsonian security staff on December 5, 2013, where I was grabbed and 
slammed to the ground. 

I was in the Air and Space Museum to photograph a protest relating to fast food 
workers. The protest occurred in the food court area, which is an area open to 
the general public, and it occurred during regular operating hours. 

During the protest a security officer who I was later able to identify as ** grabbed 
and began to remove an Associated Press videographer, stating that video was 
not allowed. While removing him, Officer ** pushed the videographer directly at 
me. To protect my cameras and avoid getting knocked over I leaned forward to 
take the anticipated blow. While in the process of removing the videographer, 
Officer ** ran into me. Seconds later a second officer ran up and began to yell 
that I had hit Officer **. I can’t emphasize enough that I did not lay a finger on 
Officer **. At that point, Officer **, the officer who accused me of hitting Officer **, 
and a third officer grabbed me and slammed me to the ground. 

Thankfully, after I was brought to the ground a fourth officer who identified 
himself as a supervisor told Officer ** and the other two officers to let me go and 
even offered to help me up. At that moment I refused to get up and asked the 
supervisor to tell Officer ** and the other two officers to step away from me. The 
supervisor complied, the three officers stepped back, and I was able to get up 
and return to photographing the protest. 

Once the protest ran its course I located the officer who identified himself as a 
supervisor and asked for the names of the three officers involved in the incident 
as well as his. Officer ** was standing with him. Once I asked for the names both 
Officer ** and the supervisor pushed me out of the building and refused to 
provide the names. 

At issue is the fact that I am a journalist, working for a bona fide news 
organization, wearing government issued press credentials, and covering a 
legitimate news event in a taxpayer funded institution that is open to the general 
public. Not only was I prevented from reporting on it, I was assaulted by staff 
employed by the institution. 

The Smithsonian photo and video policy states: 

"The Smithsonian permits still and video photography for noncommercial use 
only in its museums and exhibitions, unless otherwise posted. For safety 
reasons, tripods and monopods are not permitted at any time in any of the 



museums or gardens. 

Working members of the media who need to use a tripod or monopod must 
obtain permission from the museum’s Public Affairs Office and must be escorted 
by a museum staff member while in the building or garden." 

Not only did the security officers improperly enforce the institutions own policies 
on the Associated Press videographer, they infringed on both of our First 
Amendment rights to legitimately cover a news story. All of this in a museum 
where hundreds of people take thousands of photos everyday.  

 

There photos distributed by the Associated Press of the incident, which can be 
found here: 

http://www.apimages.com/Search?query=Tripplaar%2C+Smithsonian%2C+Dhar
apak&ss=10&st=kw&entitysearch=&toItem=15&orderBy=Newest 

 

A video that was taken as I was brought down to the ground can be found here: 

http://instagram.com/p/hjDY0XEwIe/# 

 

I would like to receive confirmation of the receipt of this complaint. I would like to 
have this incident investigated and see a public acknowledgement reaffirming 
that legitimate news gathering activities are allowed within the Smithsonian 
Institutions and that individuals performing such activities should not have to work 
in fear of a reaction from security officers similar to my experience. 

I would also like to suggest additional training to ensure that all Smithsonian 
security personnel understand and are able to properly and correctly enforce the 
Smithsonian’s own photography and video policies. 

 
Thank you for your time and assistance. 

 
 
 
Kristoffer Tripplaar 
 
	  


